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Profile 

Highly skilled author, editor, publisher, and teacher with over 15 years of professional experience in the writing 
and publishing sector. Experience working with arts organizations, literary journals, newspapers, book publishers, 
and universities, both for-profit and not-for-profit. Award-winning author with a strong presence online and in 
the media, published nationally and internationally. Analytical and innovative, capable of blending theoretical 
and practical approaches in pursuit of creative solutions. Productive and organized, with proven ability to 
manage projects, self, and others effectively and efficiently, both individually and as part of a team.  

Qualifications 

• Deep knowledge of the writing and publishing sector in Canada and abroad, including its issues, 
challenges, and opportunities, with 15 years of experience as a publishing author and editor  

• Over 12 years of experience serving on multiple boards for organizations related to the writing and 
publishing industry and a member of organizations such as Access Copyright, the Writer’s Union of 
Canada, League of Canadian Poets, PEN Canada, Canadian Women in the Literary Arts (supportive), 
Winnipeg Film Group, Manitoba Writers’ Guild, and Canadian Creative Writers and Writing Programs 

• Extensive experience with office work and business matters relevant to writing, publishing, and grants at 
all levels of government as both an artist-entrepreneur (a self-employed author, filmmaker, and 
freelancer), a university administrator (specializing in helping faculty apply for and administrate grants), 
and the editor of Dandelion Magazine (overseeing all aspects of the magazine’s financial, editorial, 
and production processes, including budgeting, reporting, and working with audited statements) 

• Exceptional written and verbal communication skills, as a professional writer with extensive non-fiction 
publication credits (including in The Believer and Harper’s, and a book from the University of Toronto 
Press) and university instructor with 6 years of experience lecturing in classes and in public 

• Proven ability to manage others and multiple projects, as proven through extensive publication record 
and work history ranging from film directing to editorships to board volunteering 

• Experience with both Windows and Mac software, ranging from standard programs like Word, Excel, 
and Outlook to specialized programs like Scrivener and WordPress  

Education 

Ph.D., English, University of Calgary     2005 – 2009 
• Areas of Specialization: Canadian Literature and Creative Writing  
• Studies supported by a SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship and numerous additional scholarships/awards 

 
M.A., English, University of Manitoba        2002 – 2005 

• Area of Specialization: Literary Adaptation to Film 
 
B.A. (Advanced), English and Film Studies, University of Manitoba    1998 – 2002 



Skills and Experience 

Writing and Communication 

• Award-winning author of 5 critically acclaimed books, internationally published writer, regular columnist 
for the Winnipeg Free Press, and winner of the 2014 Award for Most Promising Manitoba Writer 

• Productive, organized, and adept at managing self and time, as proven through extensive publication 
record, which includes an average of one book per year for the last five years, while often teaching 
twice as many courses as a full-time faculty member and freelancing for clients (including Guy Maddin) 

• Proven ability to interact with, report to, and serve as a liaison between differing levels of an 
organization, as well as between organizations, government, and communities, as demonstrated during 
work on various boards and for the Faculty of Education at the University of Manitoba 

• Nationally recognized scholar, whose recent book launched at the Toronto International Film Festival 
and led to the restoration and digital re-release of John Paizs’s Crime Wave (a Manitoba film classic) 

• Filmmaker and screenwriter, with work selected for festivals and sold to The Comedy Network, and a 
producer of corporate training video created for a provincial Crown corporation 

Publishing and Editing 

• Led complete overhaul of Dandelion Magazine Society’s entire operation (artistic and business), 
rescuing this non-profit organization and publisher from funding withdrawal and streamlining its 
production process while substantially growing its circulation 

• Founded literary journal Maelstrom, published at the University of Manitoba, and founded micropress 
The Martian Press, publisher of limited edition chapbooks and (more recently) experimental ebooks 

• Experience in publishing sectors (working with newspapers, literary journals, and book publishers), with a 
deep understanding of how digital media and copyright reform, among other issues, have altered (and 
continue to alter) the landscape of publishing in ways that affect both individuals and organizations 

• Complex perspective on trends, challenges, and concerns of professional and community levels, with 
experience serving on award and grant juries in all three prairie provinces 

• Experience in online media platforms, having designed and run multiple websites — my main site 
www.WritingTheWrongWay.com serves to educate writers on craft and business matters  

• Sought-after editor who has given speeches and workshops on various aspects of the editing process 
and also worked with publishers across the country to edit and proof manuscripts and promote books 

Education and Research 

• Exceptional research skills, as evident in completion of doctoral studies and publication of peer-
reviewed book with the University of Toronto Press (among a host of other publications) 

• Arts educator with experience in university setting and mentorship programs administered by the 
Manitoba Writers’ Guild and Alberta school system, and through online platforms like my own websites 

• Analytical and knowledgeable concerning issues, challenges, and opportunities in the arts community 
provincially, nationally, and internationally, and a thought leader in the writing and publishing industry 
with a strong presence in media and online, noted by CWILA as one of the “Top 20 Reviewers in 2012” 

• Innovative yet practical, known for taking a leadership role in the writing and publishing industry by 
blending artistic experimentation, business savvy, research, and analysis to develop creative solutions 
and approaches to marketing and promotion, education and mentorship, and artistic creation 

• Adept at using social media to engage with arts communities, artists and educators, as apparent in the 
creation of the #95books hashtag and reading challenge, which becomes more popular each year 



Experience 

Author and Freelancer         2000 – Present  
Publisher, The Martian Press          2005 – Present  
Contract Faculty, Department of Theatre and Film, University of Winnipeg   2010 – Present 
Contract Faculty, Department of English, Film, and Theatre, University of Manitoba  2009 – Present 
Contract Faculty, Department of English, University of Winnipeg    2009 – Present 
Contract Faculty, Department of Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications, U of Winnipeg 2009 – 2013 
Administrative Assistant 1, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba   2009 – 2012  
Managing Editor, Dandelion Magazine        2007 – 2008 
Assistant Editor, Dandelion Magazine        2006 – 2007 
Film/Video Section Editor, Filling Station Magazine       2006 
Culture Features Editor, The Manitoban Newspaper       2003 
Literary Editor, The Manitoban Newspaper       2001 – 2004 
Founder and Editor, Maelstrom Magazine       2000 – 2003  
Writer and Editor, Rockprep.com         2001 – 2002 

Service 

Member-at-Large, Canadian Creative Writers and Writing Programs    2014 – Present 
Acting President, Dandelion Magazine Society       2009 
First Vice President, Dandelion Magazine Society       2008 – 2009 
Graduate Representative, Dandelion Magazine Society      2005 – 2006 
Editorial Collective, Dandelion Magazine Society       2005 – 2006 
Short Films Programmer, Gimli Film Festival       2004 – 2005 
Member-at-Large, Manitoba Writers’ Guild       2002 – 2005  

Publications 

Books 
Why Poetry Sucks: An Anthology of Humorous Experimental Poetry (Insomniac)  2014 

• Co-edited with Ryan Fitzpatrick  
John Paizs’s Crime Wave (University of Toronto Press) — academic monograph  2014 

• Launched at Toronto International Film Festival  
• Instrumental in the restoration and digital re-release of Manitoba film classic 
• Winner of a Manitoba Book Award (the Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award) 

The Politics of Knives (Coach House Books) — poems exploring political violence  2012 
• Winner of Manitoba Book Award for Best Poetry Book 

Clockfire (Coach House Books) — plays that would be impossible to produce  2010 
• Shortlisted for Manitoba Book Award for Best Poetry Book 
• Regularly taught in university classes in Alberta and Ontario 

Ex Machina (BookThug) — hybrid fiction/poetry about digital media’s impact on books 2009 
• Regularly taught in university classes in Alberta and Ontario  

 
Other 
Over 1000 articles, reviews, interviews, poems, short stories, and humour columns  2000 - Present 
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